Media Review: Top 10 Bangkok
by Ron Emmons & Alex Robinson
Today’s media review is about Top 10 Bangkok by Ron Emmons
(texts)
&
Alex
Robinson
(photographs)
(ISBN:
978-3-7342-0510-1). This guidebook was published by Dorling
Kindersley Verlag GmbH, Munich. My review copy is the 3rd and
newest edition (2014/2015). This book is in German language,
comprises 128 pages and costs 9,99 EUR.
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However, there is also a corresponding English edition of this
guide called DK Eyewitness Top 10 Travel Guide:
Bangkok written by the same author and published by Dorling
Kindersley Ltd., London which is the partner company of
Dorling Kindersley Verlag, Munich. The latest edition of the
English version is from 2014. You may take a look inside the
book here.

Top 10 Bangkok is a comprehensive travel guide with compact
Top 10 lists, detailed maps and more than 250 colour
photographs. Hence, the guide is structured in three sections:
Bangkok’s Top 10, Around Town (in German: ‘Stadtteile’,
meaning different areas of the city) and Streetsmart (in
German: ‘Reise-Infos’, i.e. travel information).
The guide names ten highlights that the traveller should visit
when going to Bangkok. These highlights are:
Grand Palace & Wat Phra Kaew
National museum
Wat Pho
the Klongs
Dusit park
floating market (Damnoen Saduak)
Chatuchak weekend market
Jim Thompson House
Wat Arun
Ayutthaya
In addition, this guide provides information about important
historical events, museums & art galleries, shopping,
markets, restaurants, bars & clubs but also about
entertainment like theatre & cabaret. What is more, there is
also information about special attractions for children,
festivals, beaches nearby Bangkok, sports, spas and Buddhist
temples.
The section Around Town (‘Stadtteile’) is divided into
historic district (Old Town), Chinatown, Downtown, Greater
Bangkok and the outskirts of the city (Beyond Bangkok).
As far as travel information (Streetsmart) is concerned, there
is advice about travel preparation and planning your
journey & arriving in Bangkok. Further there is info
about Bangkok on a budget, money, banking & communication,
safety & health. In addition, the guide lists things to

avoid but also provides shopping, hotel and restaurant
recommendations.
Furthermore, the guidebook also includes a phrase book
with some basic Thai vocabulary and an extra-map (city map,
skytrain map & additional tips for a perfect day off in BKK).
In my opinion, this book is a comprehensive, elaborate and
well structured guide. In particular, I welcome that Bangkok’s
Top 10 highlights are again each divided into Top 10. For
instance, the Dusit park is subdivided into 10 impressions and
experiences: 1. Vimanmek Palace, 2. Royal Plaza, 3. Ananta
Samakhom throne hall, 4. Abhisek Dusit throne hall, 5.
Photography Museum, 6. Royal Elephant Museum, 7, Clock Museum,
8. Textile Museum, 9, Sea Pavilion and 10. Dusit Zoo. Hence,
you cannot really miss or overlook an attraction.
In addition, I also find the extra map very useful because it
lists some of the important attractions, malls, markets
and restaurants and tells you how to get there by public
transport (i.e. Skytrain, Metro, bus, ferry).
Finally,

I

can

highly

recommend

Top

10

Bangkok,

in

particular to everyone who goes to BKK for the first time. On
the whole, this is a very practical and compact guide.
Since the book is lightweight and small, it fits in every
pocket and bag
Yours, Sirinya
(P.S. if you’re looking for a compact Thailand travel guide,
check out Vis-à-vis Thailand)

