Ananda
Everingham
on
Personality and ‘Hi So’ (High
Society)
Ananda Everingham can be considered an outstanding Thai movie
star, even though he is not Thai but of Australian-Lao
descent. In addition, Ananda also seems to be a contradictory
personality. You may already know all of this if you’re a
devoted reader of this blog
Hence, he calls himself a shy person who does not know how to
entertain people well. What is more, in his youth he had
troubles with the establishment but at the same time he was
very much interested in classic world literature. However,
nobody can deny that Ananda is a prominent and self-confident
actor in many recent high-budget Thai films today, although he
claims to suffer from stage-fright. Thus, one might be
inclined to ask oneself how this all goes together and what
it does reveal about his personality?
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It seems that the actor does not want to reveal to much of his

actual personality. Hence, Ananda is very versatile in his
roles and filmmaking thus avoiding to be stereotyped. He
claims that he does not want “(…) to get stuck in a genre and
I don’t want to be stereotyped. I don’t want to be seen as the
action guy or the comedy actor or even the cool guy. I like it
when my personality has nothing that associates with the
characters I play”.*
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Thus, we might call Ananda chameleon-like when choosing his
roles. However, in this context, I think it’s also interesting
to take a look at the independent art house movie ‘Hi So’
(High Society, 2010) because Ananda plays himself in this film
and thus it is very personal and intimate to him. Thus, he
claims ‘High Society’ “a very personal film because I’m
playing myself, but it includes my director’s (Aditya
Assarat) past and his story”.*

In short, we may say that the movie ‘Hi So’ is about the
cultural confusion of a young Thai man who has become a movie
star and who never fits in anywhere. Thus, there seem to be
two opposing sides of the protagonist Ananda. On the one hand,
he
is
privileged
and
grew
up
in
overseas
(Australian) influence. On the other hand, he has lost
connection with his native country. However, abroad he is Thai
and thus a foreigner. His life seems to be torn apart because

he is unable to deal with and adapt to the different cultural
demands. In addition, in the movie, Ananda left behind an
Australian girlfriend and hooks up with a new Thai girlfriend.
However, she feels alienated by his English-speaking friends
and Western ways.
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In fact, in real life Ananda also went through some troubles
finding his identity. This was because he held Australian
citizenship, mainly grew up in Thailand and started his
acting career there. He felt very much Thai but had to
struggle with work permits because he was not officially Thai.
However, a few years ago he was granted Thai citizenship.
Nevertheless, I don’t think the ‘real’ Ananda underwent any
kind of cultural confusion, although being a half-child and
‘luk kreung’. He seems to be very much integrated in Thai
society and popular culture. Whether as model or as an actor,
he cuts quite a figure
In a nutshell, we may say that Ananda Everingham prefers to be
a chameleon when acting and choosing roles. Even though we
might find that there is always a lot of Ananda in every
character that he embodies, we will not be able to fathom
his true dynamic personality.

Yours, Sirinya
(*Quotes from Bangkok Post, Ananda Everingham on Movies)

