The
Bunnag
Family:
Thai
People of Persian Decent
It is a fact that in the period of the Ayutthaya
Kingdom, i.e. the early 17th century, Persian people migrated
to Thailand. They were mainly traders and merchants. These
people of Persian decent were referred to as ‘Khaek Ma-ngon’
(แขกมะหง่น) or ‘Shia Muslim’ which is ‘Khaek Chaosen’ (แขก
เจ้าเซน) in Thai. Over the centuries, most of the Khaek Mangon converted to Buddhism and were integrated into Thailand’s
society.

Consort Samlee Bunnag [Rama IV] with her
daughters around 1880, (photo: teakdoor.com)

The Bunnag family
Some of the Thai families of Iranian decent have been very
influential in Thai public life. In this context, the Bunnag
(บุนนาค) family is most well-known and established up until

today. Their ancestor is Shaykh Ahmad Qomi who came as a
merchant to Ayutthaya in 1602 and stayed in Thailand for 26
years.

Contemporary actress, singer & architect
Yarinda Bunnag (b. 1980). She was in the movie
The Red Eagle starring alongside Ananda
Everingham (photo: bk.asia-city.com)
The Bunnag family was acknowledged as a Siamese Royal Family
in the early Rattanakosin period. They were most powerful in
the 19th century. The first patriarch of the Bunnag, Akka
Mahasena, was a close friend and confidant of Rama I who
married five of Bunnag’s daughters as royal consorts. Thus,
the Bunnag also influenced the succession in the Chakri
dynasty. However, in the late 19th century the Bunnag’s power
was restricted by King Rama V (Chulalongkorn).

The Bunnag family, sisters and children sharing
a meal on the veranda of the king’s residence
at Dusit Palace. (Image courtesy of the
National
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of
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quod.lib.umich.edu)
The Bunnag daughters were royal consorts for centuries. Even
during the time of King Chulalongkorn’s reign, the Bunnag
sisters were concubines at the Royal Court. In this context,
you may remember my article about Dara Rasami who was a
Princess of Chiang Mai at the Siamese Court.

The Bunnag sisters, royal consorts at the time
of King Chulalongkorn (Image courtesy of the
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quod.lib.umich.edu)
Dis Bunnag (Prayurawongse,1788–1855 ) was a son of Akka
Mahasena. He was an important political figure and played a
decisive role in the ascension of King Mongkut (Rama IV).
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He became the kingdom-wide regent under King Monkut being
granted the title of Somdet Chao Phraya Borom Maha
Prayurawongse. One of his sons, Chuang Bunnag, became the
regent for King Chulalongkorn.
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Finally, we may say that the Bunnag family has been very
influential in Thailand’s history. There are in fact some
other Thai families of Persian decent which trace their
ancestry back to Shaykh Ahmad. These are for instance the
Ahmadchula families.
Yours, Sirinya

